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With reference to ay despatch Ho. 48 of the 
2nd Septsober relative to the Firestone Rubber 
Plantations In Liberia, I h*.ve the honour to stats 
that 1 hare now learned that tho pay of tha native 
labourers la also to ba reduced. 

2. Thane aan have hitherto raoalrad ana Shilling 
a day without food; they will hanoofOrth ba paid 
si* panes a day and ba siren two wipe of rloe, worth, 
on an erarasa for tha year, about four panoo, which 
la equivalent to a reduetlon In pay of about 
seventeen par oacrt. 

J» Zt la understood that a —yi-«n of two 
thousand native labourers will ba anployad by tha 
Coapany under tha naw restrictive policy which haa 
bean adopted. 


Z have tha honour to ba, 

with tha highest respect. 


Hla Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, 
FORSXOH OPPZC*, 
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transferring to ths Hi plar.tatlonn nooount oartaln 
ahargaB whleh should properly be borne by the Bt. 

Barolay estate. It Is understood that Ur. liarvay 
Firestone is anxious to be in a position to aeet 
oritloiai of his Siberian renture by proving that, 
although the present market prloe of rubber la only 
fire penoe a pound, it can be produeed in Liberia at 
three penoe. 

j. Hr. W. Hines, the personal representative of 
Hr. Harvey Firestone, is still in Liberia. He appears 
to be greatly depressed by the present situation. 

6, The discharge of eight thousand labourers will 
•tail a reduction in sages of four hundred pounds a 
day, or tm thousand pounds a month on the basis of 
twenty-five working days to the month. The buying 
power of the oounti 7 will be restricted by this amount, 
with its oonse<xuent effect upon trade, particularly 
laportej Ails the financial difficulties of the Liberian 
Cove meant will be greatly Increased owing to the 
rewriting fall In Custoae reoelpts, hut taxes, eto. 

Z have the honour to be, 
with the highost ronpeet. 


humble Servant, 
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With reference to despatch Ho. 26 of tho 16 th 
itmj lost relative to tho Flrostono Rubber Plantations 
on tho Da River, 1 hare tho honour to report that, 
upon visiting tho estats recently, 1 learnt that tho 


a farther area of five thousand aorss dll ho planted 
la 1931. and the balanoe la 1932. If the prise of 
rubber Aould fall to a still lower'level. It Is 
probable that the aoreege to be planted In eadh year 
will be further restrloted. 

2. The naaager of the plantations has received 
instructions to reduce all expenditure to the lowest 
possible figure. The shite staff Is being rapidly 
diminished In nuab#r; at present It consists of about 
forty persons, end I understand that by the end of this 
year, the number will have been reduoed to thirty. 

3. I gathered the lapresslon that sons doubt 
exists In the winds of the higher officials of the 
PIrestone Company as to the ultimate suooess of the 
plantation oven on Its present restrloted soale; and 


His Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of ( 
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■lth » f«mw to *7 doopatoh So. 26 of tho 
1 6th Mgr, NlttlTC to tho Flrostono fiubbor Plnntattono 
on tho Ho Blror, In tho oltfrth paragraph of obloh 
op poors tho statOBsnt that "no difficulty hoa boon 
oxporlonood in obtaining a suffioiont supply of 
labouroro", 3 haro tho honour to roport that la tho 
oourso of oaaroraatlaa Ur. DU. Rosa, tho nonagor, 
SOTO bo tho following Info mat Ion bearing on this 
point. 

2 . At tho oonaonooooBt of tho dovolopnoat of tho 
plantation a, tho Llborlan Coro meant undortook to 
supply tho noooooary labouroro, oho worn roorultod 
In tho lntorlor. Aft or a tlao. ohon tho labouroro 
rotumod to tholr trlboo aad roportod that thoy had 
boon paid for tholr wort: and wall troatod. partloo 
of toluntoors wood to aako tholr Mgr to tho planta- 
tlono and apply for wortu Tho Llborlon OororsBOBt 
hoorror objoctod to this proooduro, ml otatod that 
all labouroro not bo obtalaod through offlolal 
oharaols. Tho Brotoa of froo op g agoao nt oontlnuod 

Lo llajooty'o 

Prlnolpal Soorotary of 9tato 
for forolffi Affairs. 


rmam office. 
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BOTOrtholaBS to • —< ■ !■ extont until It bOOMM 
sortaln that tho Loa«uo of nations GoaalMlon of 
Enquiry Into Slomry and ooapulsory labour oao 
actually ooalng to Llborla. Tho Llborlan Goran*oat 
thorwipon not only ooaood to roosult labnurora for 
tho Flrootono Coopony, but also, aooordlng to 
InfOsnatlon «hlah ha a roaahod Ur. Koas from tho 
Ohlofo, haro had partita of ftroo labouroro 
attaaptine to laaro tho lntorlor for ooifc on tho 
plantations tumod back by tho Llborlan Frontier 
Feroo. Tho supply of labouroro will doubtless bo 
roMBod as soon aa tho Conalsslon looms Llborla. 

Z ham tho honour to bo t 
with tho hl«hoot roapoot. 






With nfmnN to Wjr predeoeoaor'B deapotoh So. 59 
of the 13th Bovewber, 1929. relative to tho Firestone 
Rubber Plantations on tho Da River, Z have tho honour 
to report that Z reoently visited those plantations. 


2. A now area of twenty-five thousand aoros of 
high and low hurt has boon ooapletely olenred since 
August, 1929. This rcoartable pleoe of wort baa boon 
accomplished In laaa than sight aonths under the 
direction of only one white wiperlntsndsnt with the 


9. The planting of about three allllon tress la 
the now area will be ooanonoed In Jons. Tho nurseries 
on the plantation already oontaln about flea allllon 
seedlings, nost of rtloh haws been raised froa seed 
furnished by the old Mount Barclay estate. 

4. fihon tho now section has bean planted, the 
total area under cultivation by the Firestone Company 
In liberie will be about fifty-eight thousand acres. 
Including tho Mount Barclay estate snd the plantation 
at Cape Palaaa. Zt Is Improbable that any additional 
portion of the ooneeoslaa will be developed so long as 


' Principal Sseretary of 8* 
for Foreign Affairs, 
POREIOR OFFICE, 
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tho prloo of niter remains at • low lml. 

5. In October next, Mr. Robb proposes to atari 
tapping tho troaa first planted on tfaa estate. teloh 
ara now from J « te 4 yaara old. His object la to 
train a oorpa of native tappors, wbo wilsetuently 
will te uaod aa Instructors of otter natives. At tho 
proaont tino, tho only poroon on tho Do plantation 
who haa any oxport knowledge of thla woifc la Ur. Boss 
hlaaolf. 

6. Bo dlaoaao haa aa yot attacked any of tho 
trooa. Sons damage was oauood rooontly In tho 
aoodllng nuraorloo by graaohopperej and during tho 
late protracted dry aoaaon. nwma luA flroo 
ooourrod. lot no niter trooo war# daatroyod. 

7. Tho oatato appoara to te In oxoollont condition. 
Oror eighty alloc of roado suitable for notor traffic 
hare loan node In tho plantation, and a oonoroto 
bridge lullt oror tho Hirer Do. Tho original wooden 
bungalows for the white ataff arc gradually being 
roplaood ly oonoroto atruoturoa. All thoaa houaea 
hare running water and eleetrlo light. There la a 
refrigerating plant In operation, ond a puro water 
supply haa loon obtained. A nodarn hospital baa loon 
built and will te openad shortly under the wiper- 
Intend on oo of an Aaorloon doctor nonod Bios. Thlo 
hospital will te prorldod with X-ray apparatuo and 

all other nodani hospital egolpaont. Aooordlng to 
Dr. Hloo It will te aoporlor In thla roopoot to any 
otter hospital on tho teat Coast of Afrloa. 

8 . 










progressively roduoed. The original sAeue was to 
have one Alta superintendent and three Alta 
assistants for eaeh of the eight divisions; As presmt 
Intention Is A have one an only for eaA division. 
The existing Alta staff will he further reduced In 
the course of As present year, ltatlve labour appears 
A have been eatlsfaotory; end no dlffloulty has been 
experienced In obtaining a sufflolent supply of 
labourers. The nuabcr eaployed has varied between 


sligitly Alow the foraer figure. 

9* Ho trouble between the labourers nd As 
Coapoey has oeourred. Wages are paid at As usual 
raA ruling A Liberia ef la. a day per wan for un- 
Alllod work of ny kind. It the outset, wages had 
A A paid eaA day, as otherwise As labourers refused 
to work on Ao following day; tat when they found that 
tho aoney ms always paid, Aey agreed A receive their 
wgee weekly, than fortnightly, end now monthly. 1 was 
surprised A learn at Aa Mount Barclay plantation that 
tappers reoelve only As standard wage of Is. per dlaa, 
tat X we Informed Aat, ee Aelr Job Is finished 
Aforo noon, Aey work A reality for lose than six 
Aura e day* as agaAst As tan hour day of A# ordinary 
labourer; and Aat Asrs are A eonseauanoe always 
plenty of applicants for Ale work. 

10. Rotations between Ae local Liberian District 
Comnlaslaner and Ae Company are stated to A good. 
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*1* probably moann that that official rooolvos ■ 
subsidy froa tho Coaoany In return for hla oo a 


11. Z also rialtod tho Uount Barolay ootato 

llko Ur. Rom. la a Drltlah subject. This plantation 
la producing about ono hundred and sixty tons of 
rubber a year, rhloh la eblpped to the firestone 
Coapeny at Akron for uae In their tyre factories} It 


understand that the eoat of produotlon la about fire 
panes a pound. The trees on this estate are also fret 


I and no labour troubles hare been 








